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WOOD’S ENGINEERING 
Dunn Farm, Littleham 

01237 473338 
 

AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL SALES & REPAIRS 
 

Collection and return of all Horticultural Machinery  
[e.g. lawnmowers, rotovators etc] for repair or servicing can 

be arranged if required. 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

 

Miller’s Garden Services 
 

For Maintenance, Renovation, 
Planting, Pruning, Grass 

Cutting and Weeding 
 

Local, Friendly  
and Reliable 

 
 07494 013970 or  07979 892255 

To advertise in this 
space 

Please phone 
 01237 478711 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

Creating and maintaining 

nature friendly gardens. 
 

All garden maintenance 

plus:- 

Hedge cutting, Tree planting, Orchard 

maintenance, Wildlife ponds & meadows, 

Vegetable plots, Landscaping and more. 
 

John- 07817008703  Chris- 07413552940 

email: wildgarden88@outlook.com 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479459 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479459 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

 

Local, Professional Oven Cleaning 

All Ovens covered 

Ring Gary for some friendly advice on:-   07848 528650 

eliteovencaresouthwest@gmail.com 
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DATES FOR YOUR AUGUST DIARY 

September Crosslet 
 

NOTE: Deadline for contributions: 10th August 
 

Please send your emails to:  andrewtregoning@btinternet.com 
 

         Or phone   01237 479459 

 

Stitch and Create. Every other Tuesday. Littleham V.Hall 
Coffee & Craft Mornings first Tuesday of every month Monkleigh V.Hall 
Coffee Morning Weare Giffard V.Hall every Thursday 10:30 -12pm 
Pop-in mornings Littleham Village Hall Thursdays 10:30 - 12:00 
Last Friday of every month,  Friday Club. Littleham V.Hall 14:00 - 1600 
Friday mornings. Breakfast Club. Monkleigh Village Hall. 8:45 - 10:30 am 

ADVANCE NOTICE SEPTEMBER 

Sat 1st Breakfast Rolls W.Giffard V. Hall 10 till Noon 
Sun 2nd  Littleham Scarecrow Festival (P.11) 
Sun 2nd W.Giffard history walk Berry Castle 2:30 pm (P.21) 
Wed 5th WeAre Friends W.G. V.Hall 2:30 pm (P.23) 
Thurs 6th W.Giffard history walk Church to Old Mill 2:00 pm (P.21) 
Sat 15th  Littleham & Landcross Garden & Craft Show (P.12) 
Sat 15th Monkleigh V.Hall afternoon tea in aid of breast cancer (P.18) 
Sun 16th Cream Teas W.Giffard V.Hall 2 - 4:30 pm (P.22) 
Sun 16th Hymns and Pimms Holy Trinity W.Giffard 6pm (P.5) 
 

Saturday Sept 5th Littleham Film + Social Club “Michael” 6:30 for 7 pm 
(See P.14) 
Friday 25th September Macmillan coffee morning Littleham V.Hall (P.16) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Free Medieval Art Exhibition! 
 

A Guardian article on 30th June has inspired me this 
month, alongside the recent heatwave. Jonathan 
Jones was commenting, as the £33 tickets to see 
the Bayeaux Tapestry went on sale, on the wealth of 
medieval art to be found in our heritage buildings. 
Four of them are on your doorstep – and moreover, 
if it’s hot, they are deliciously cool places to visit – 
and no queues! 

 

I’m talking of course about our churches, built 
in medieval times – and still standing today. 
Jonathan mentions the surprising humour 
employed by those carpenters and sculptors: 
take a look at the wood carvings in all four 
churches and you will understand – contorted 
figures and dragons(!) amid shields and 
geometric shapes.  
 

There are ancient wall paintings of St Sebastian and 
St Swithun in Weare Giffard and Littleham and 
beautiful calligraphy on the memorial stones set into 
Monkleigh’s floor, as well as interesting windows. 
Some of these we can only imagine as puritans 
disapproved of and destroyed them. Landcross is so 
small and yet so peaceful. The wall inscriptions tell us 
our history in the families that lived locally. Not 
medieval at all is the wonderful, inspired, new ‘Holy 
Spirit’ window in Weare Giffard which casts its colours 
into the aisle on sunny afternoons.  
 

Other windows and of course the cross, tell of Jesus and I wonder how 
many of you were baptised in our fonts or started wedded life, walking up 
those aisles? Do come and see: they are truly treasure-troves of art that 
will richly repay time spent just looking. 
 

All free! All yours to explore, wonder at and visit again and again… 
 

Hoping to see you soon and maybe your names in the visitor books… 
 

God Bless, Ruth 
 

PS We’re putting together some treasure hunts too – please do come 
and try them. During the summer we try to keep the churches open most 
days. 
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From the Parish Registers, July 2026: 
 

Baptisms 
George Kevin Waldron at Holy Trinity, Weare Giffard on 
28th June 
Louie George Bright at St George’s, Monkleigh on 28th 
June 
 

It was lovely to welcome George and Louie and their families and 
friends to church as they started their journey of following Jesus. 
 

Burial of Ashes 
June Barber at St Swithun’s, Littleham on 2nd July: may she rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 
 

Weddings, funerals, memorials, thanksgivings and baptisms – 
your church is here for you. 
 

Who can have a service in the parish church? We welcome 
anyone – because your parish church is yours. You don’t need to 
have attended a service, cut the grass or given money (although 
you are very welcome to do any or all of those things!). The parish 
church is a gift to the nation – please do use what is yours – we 
are really happy to come and discuss how we can help if you 
would like to commemorate or celebrate those life-events above. 
 

Ruth  01237 439584 or speak to any of the team in Bideford or 
in your local church. 

4 Parish Choir dates for 2026 

Aug 16th   Hymns and Pimms  Weare Giffard 6pm 

Oct 11th   Healing and Wholeness Service St Mary’s 6pm 

 

Practice dates will need to be organised later. 
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MG Dealer⚫Ford Experts⚫
Motability 

Sales⚫Service⚫Parts all makes 

CLOVELLY ROAD, BIDEFORD 

EX39 3ET  (01237) 472282 

www.blightsmotors.co.uk 

BLIGHTS MOTORS 

 

PEACE OF MIND 
HOUSE-SITTING SERVICE 

 

Including farm & poultry etc. 
  

FULLY INSURED 
 

Contact:- Mrs Lynn Shearing 
 01237 441504 

Mobile 0782 6484 345 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 478711 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

 
 

Served Lunchtimes 
Wed-Sat 12pm-2pm 

Served every evening 
6pm-8:30pm 

Fantastic 
Home Cooked 

Food 

Sunday Carvery 
12-1pm / 2-2:30pm 

Specials Board 
updated every 

week! 
crealockarms.co.uk 

 01237 477065 

crealockarms 
@hotmail.co.uk 

tel:  01237-424525 
email: ann@bowoodfarmcottages.co.uk 

www.bowoodfarmcottages.co.uk 
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Church Bulletin Notices 

 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of 
several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 
 

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get. 
 

Please place your donation in the envelope, along with the deceased 
person you want remembered. 

Some dates for your diary… 
 

These are the draft dates for Harvest Celebrations in the villages: 
 

St Swithun’s, Littleham    Sunday 4th October at 11 am 
St George’s, Monkleigh   Saturday 10th October at 7pm 
Holy Trinity, Landcross   Sunday 11th October at 11 am 
Holy Trinity, Weare Giffard   Sunday 18th October at 11 am  

Community 
Wellbeing Fair 
Just to let you know 
about a Torrington 
100 community/
wellbeing event 
taking place at Great 
Torrington School 
Sports Hall on Friday 
24th July, 3-6pm.  
 

There will be a host 
of information stalls, 
free basic health 
checks, activities and 
giveaways. 
Something for all 
ages! 
 

There is more 
information on the 
Torrington 100 
Facebook page  
 

Amanda Smithson 
 

Torrington 100 
(Community 
Developer)  
01237 479487 
Mon – Thurs  
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 LANDCROSS 

Our services this month are: - 
 

Thursday August 6th Taizé Service 7pm 
 

Sunday August 9th 11am Celtic Communion 
 

Sunday 23rd August 11am Holy Communion 
 

Do come and join us if you can! 
 

April Saltmarsh 

SCAM WARNING – Don't Trust That Rogue 
Trader  
 

Rogue traders are doorstep criminals that affect 
the lives of Devon residents all year round. In the last year alone they 
scammed homeowners for work that either wasn’t needed, was poorly 
done, or wasn’t carried out at all. 
 

These fraudsters offer anything from gardening, driveway cleaning and 
roofing repairs. They often deliberately target the more vulnerable 
members of the community and attempt to extort money for little to no 
work.  
 

Rogue traders will often cold call but they are also using legitimate 
websites such as check-a-trade or bark.com among others to then 
respond to homeowners requests for work to be carried out. 
 

If you are seeking a tradesman to carry out home maintenance: We 
recommend you visit the Devon Trading Standards website where you 
will find their ‘Buy With Confidence’ list of local businesses which have 
given their commitment to trading fairly. Follow the following link:  
https://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/business 
 

Remember: If you have evidence of a scam operating in your area, or 
you are worried about a doorstep trader we would like you to report it to 
Devon Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 
 0808 223 1133 or via their website by clicking the following link: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Rogue Traders are unlikely to give written contracts, but if they do, it will 
not provide the required information about cancellation rights. By law, all 
traders who sign someone up to a contract at their home should be 
giving a 14-day cooling off period. This gives the homeowner time to 
change their mind and must be specified in writing. 
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Enjoy a refreshing selection of locally sourced ciders 
Savour our large variety of ales, spirits and wine 

Taste our delicious evening menu  
and traditional Sunday roast 

Contact Nigel for details, bookings and assistance 
Weare Giffard, EX39 4QR 

Tel:  01237 425517 Facebook: @thecyderpresse 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

on 07817 684722  

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479459 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

 

 07989 995935 

isabelspetsitting@outlook.com 

 

ISABEL’S PET SITTING 
house-sitting, veterinarian appointments, 

dog walking and emergency cover  

“hamsters to horses, lizards to llamas” 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 478711 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

      

 
High Street Barnstaple 

Gold prices are at an all-time high! now is the time to 

cash in on all your unwanted items broken jewellery 

Gold coins, chains, watches and anything else! 

Phone  01271 378911 or  07836226447 

coopersjewelleryuk@gmail.com 

Top prices 
paid! 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479459 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 
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LANDCROSS & LITTLEHAM  
LITTLEHAM VILLAGE HALL 
 

Chair:   Andy  (07936991388)                                                                                     
Bookings:   Eric   (01237 238596)  
 

A great big thank you to everyone who 
attended, supported, volunteered or 
performed at our little music festival with BBQ and Bar on Saturday 4th 
July.  Your incredible support made the event a fantastic success and we 
appreciate every one of you who helped to bring our community together! 
 

Looking Ahead to 2027 
With car parking limited this year, the committee decided to scale back 
from a full fete to a smaller music festival.  This allowed us to trial using 
the playing field for parking alongside a festival setup. We now believe 
that a return to a larger fete is fully possible for 2027. 
 

Fundraising Update 
The final fundraising total is still being calculated.  We will share the 
official figure with everyone as soon as it is finalised.  
We look forward to welcoming you to the hall during the Scarecrow Trail  
on Sunday 2nd August. Refreshments including a cream tea, will be 
available. 
 

Also, the hall will be hosting The Garden and Craft Show on Saturday 
15th August. Have a great 
summer.! 

Scarecrow Festival 
 

All scarecrows should be in place 
by Monday 27th July, with 
judging taking place during the 
following week, culminating on 
2nd August, when the winners are 
announced at the Village Hall.   
 

Visitors are invited to follow the 
Scarecrow Trail around the village 
(on 2nd August) and while they're 
here, enjoy a delicious cream tea 
in the Village Hall.   
 

We'd love you to get involved. 
See attached poster for 
categories. The more scarecrows 
we have, the bigger and better 
the festival will be for everyone!  
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 Intercessors and Readers for Littleham August 2026 

Date Intercessor Readers 

August 2nd Allan 
Keith 

Chris 

August 16th Penny 
Geoffrey 

Anthony 

St Swithun’s Grass 
Cutting Rota 
August 2026 

  

Peter Lapicki 
Robert Guy 
James Hogan  
David Edwards 
 

Any problems contact:- 
 

Wilf Smith  
 
redcotts@hotmail.co.uk  
( 01237 475538) 

Editor:  When children 
write to their vicar: 
 

“Dear Vicar... 
 

- I know God loves 
everybody but then He 
never met my sister. - 
Arnold, age 8. 
  

-  Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all 
week. I am Peter Peterson.  - Pete, age 9. 
 

-  I would like to go to heaven someday, because I know my brother won't 
be there. -Stephen, age 8.  
  

-  I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to 
Disneyland.  - Loreen, age 9. 

mailto:redcotts@hotmail.co.uk


13 

 

Littleham Methodist Church Services 
 

There are services at Littleham Methodist Church on the 9th 
and 23rd of August both at 10.30am, everyone welcome. 
Our final service is on August 30th - also at 10:30 am - do come! 

LITTLEHAM  

100 Club July Winners! 
 

The July draw for the Littleham 100 Club took place 
on the 14th of July, drawn by David Read. 
 

The results were as follows:- 
 

First Prize     38 Robert Roker 
Second Prize  95 Christopher Baggott 
Third Prize   50 Kevin Jennings 
 

Congratulations to them all! 

100 Club Subscriptions - Thanks! 
 

Many thanks to all those who have now paid - 85 at the 
last count!  Any remaining Members are asked to pay 
ASAP by cash (to Andrew Tregoning @ Ristie) or, 
preferably, by bank transfer (see below) 
 

Thanks to all of you we raised over £700 last year towards the upkeep 
and running of our beautiful church! 
 

There may still be a couple of spare tickets by the time you read this! 
Phone Andrew on  01237 479459 if interested. 
 

BACS details :- Please put your name as reference for the payment.  
 

 St SWITHUNS LITTLEHAM PCC 
 Sort Code:   30-99-50 
 Account No:  67073260 

St Swithun’s PCC - Thanks 
 

Many, many thanks to Jenny Gale for being our treasurer for the last four 
years and for keeping our finances under control so effectively. 
 

We also welcome on board Martin Manley to take over the role and hope 
it isn’t too arduous for  him. 
         Andrew 
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Littleham Film & Social Club 
 

On Saturday 11th July on one of the hottest 
evenings we can remember at film club we had 
a full house to watch the wonderful film Living 
starring Bill Nighy. 
 

A special thank you to Trevor our projectionist 
for the evening and our volunteers Jenny & 
Stephen, Sally & Susie, Rachel & Martin and all 
those attending that lent a hand to make the 
evening run so smoothly. 
 

Film club, are taking a short break over the 
summer, so our next film scheduled for 
Saturday 5th September, is “Michael” The film 
tells the story of Michael Jackson's life beyond 
the music, tracing his journey from the discovery of his extraordinary 
talent as the lead of the Jackson Five, to the visionary artist whose 
creative ambition fuelled a relentless pursuit to become the biggest 
entertainer in the world. 
 

As, always, we meet at Littleham 
Village Hall at 6.30pm for a 
7.00pm screening on Saturday 
5th September. 
 

A well-stocked Bar, amazing 
raffle, free tea, coffee, and 
biscuits in the interval, £1 ice 
creams, tall seats on the back two 
rows and a warm welcome will 
greet you. Come early if you like 
to sit in the front and benefit from 
the sub-titles.  
 

Hoping to see you on 5th 
September.  Please bring small 
change for ice-creams and raffle 
(it really does help). 
 

From all the Littleham Film & 
Social Club Committee  
 

(call Keith –  07425 392731 for 
more details on Littleham Film 
club or our scheduled films). 
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Friday Club 
 

June is the month we have our 
yearly outing, this year we visited 
the beautiful  Marwood Hill 
Gardens. 
Although not many of us could 
make it we had a wonderful day 
the weather was perfect and we 
all agreed it had been very 
successful. 
We met up for a delicious lunch, 
followed by an interesting talk by the head Gardner Malcolm.  
 

The late Dr Jimmy Smart moved to Marwood with his family in 1949 he 
had been a ship’s doctor during the six years of the second world war 
where he was awarded an MBE after swimming from raft to raft treating 
survivors when the HMS Hermes was sunk with the loss of two-thirds of 
the ships company.   
 

After the war, he settled in North Devon as a general practitioner, but 
found time to create Marwood Hill garden. He died in 2002 and his 
family have continued to keep and develop the beautiful 20 acre garden 
we see today. 
 

There is a small group of full-time garden staff along with the 
considerable contribution of a wonderful team of volunteers. 
We certainly visited at the right time of year as the flowers were in full 
bloom and looking quite stunning. 
 

All are welcome to our monthly Friday club meeting - usually held on the 
last Friday of the month at the Littleham Village Hall 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
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Place: LITTLEHAM VILLAGE HALL  
 

Date: 25th SEPTEMBER 2026  
 

Time: 10 AM TO 12 NOON  
 

Contact:   
Karen Edwards -  07939 115388  
or Sue Nichols -  07775 572056  

Won’t go far 
 

The curate went to the 
building society about 
his investments, 
adding: “We want to 
know how far afield we 
can go for our 
holiday.”  

Handing him his statement the cashier enquired very gently: “Have you 
got a field at the back of your garden, sir?” 
 

Slow 
 

A curate consistently arrived late for work until his long-suffering vicar 
asked him what was wrong. “My problem,” explained the curate, “is that I 
sleep very slowly.” 

Donation of Cakes and Draw Prizes  
would be much appreciated!  
Please drop off at Village Hall on 24th or  
25th in the morning - thank you!  
For more information contact Sue or Karen 

Macmillan Coffee 
Morning 
 

Karen and Sue 
(Nichols) are 
arranging a 
Macmillan Coffee 
Morning as they did 
last year. 
 

In addition to the 
invite we are putting 
out a request for 
cake donations from 
anyone who is willing 
to make one for the 
cause! 
 

If anyone is willing to 
do this please get in 
touch with :- 
 

Sue  
 07775 572056 
or Karen  
 07939 115388 
 

See advert for more 
details! 
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To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

   UVPC Windows, Bi - Folds, Composite Doors, Fascias  

Frank Vallely 

Maintenance & 
Home Improvements  

Friendly advice Free Quotations  

Contact  
 07717706062 

 

frankvallely1972@gmail.com 
3 Church view,  

Guttering and Glass 
Unit Replacements  

◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼ 

Weare Giffard 
Bideford 

Crossword Answers July 2026 
 

ACROSS: 1, Wife. 3, To battle. 8, Obal. 9, Disciple. 11, Bitterness.  
14, Niacin. 15, Attain. 17, Passionate. 20, Tertiary. 21, Meet.  
22, Weakness. 23, Deer. 
 
DOWN: 1, Woodbine. 2, Feast day. 4, Orient. 5, Accusation. 6, Type.  
7, Eyes. 10, Dedication. 12, Gadarene. 13, Ancestor. 16, Esdras.  
18, Stew. 19, Area. 

 

Monkleigh Parish Hall Mon.1:30-3:30 

• We will accept cash and 
contactless payments 

• Dairy / Meat 
• Fresh fruit & vegetables 
• Household essentials 

MOBILE GROCERY 

amyspantry@outlook.com 

Frithelstock Stone P.H. Mon.12:30-1:30 
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MONKLEIGH 
Monkleigh Village Hall News  
Hello from the village hall team.  
 

We hope this finds you well. Please keep an eye out on the notice boards
- the one on ‘the bend’ and one outside the village hall car park for more 
information, and check our Facebook page.  
 

Coffee and Craft Mornings  
First Tuesday of every month. 10am 
Bring your own crafts, suggest and share some new 
ones, or just come along for a cuppa and a natter.  
 

‘Not at the Pub’ Quiz.  
We are taking a break over the summer. Next quiz is 
planned for Weds September 2nd at 7pm 
 

Breakfast club 
Breakfast club continues over the summer - Friday 
mornings 0845 -1030 
Breakfasts and rolls to eat in or take away. Veggie 
options.  
 

Afternoon Tea 
We are doing an afternoon tea in aid of Breast 
Cancer now on Sat 15th August. Fliers with more 
details to come around shortly 
 

A reminder 
that we are always looking for 
new committee members. We 
meet once a month at a time to 
suit everyone, over a cuppa. If 
you are interested do reach out 
to us at our Facebook page, or 
by email to 
monkleighvh@gmail.com.  
 

The Hall and Skittle Alley are 
available to hire, to enquire 
please message our Facebook 
page or ring Lyn on  
 01237 429012.  
 

Stay safe and well, 
 

Monkleigh Village Hall 
Committee  
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Monkleigh School  
Mary Poppins! 
 

I was lucky enough to see Mary Poppins, 
wonderfully performed by all the children of 
Monkleigh School on Wednesday using the 
stage at Kingsley School and it was a real treat! 
 

I honestly thought the children might be miming at first – the singing was 
such good quality. It was of course all their own work and it was lovely to 
hear the well-known songs given such an enthusiastic rendition.  
 

The principal roles were all well-acted: if some were nervous then they hid 
it well and they supported each other so generously on stage. 
 

The costumes and props were fabulous – chimney sweeps, honey bees 
and beautiful kites graced the stage – well done to parents and staff, and 
the whole school had learned some fantastic dance moves – well done 
everyone. 
 

I had such a good afternoon. Thank you! Ruth 
 

So excited to announce that we have been awarded the 
Platinum award for Sport. 
After filling in forms and submitting paperwork we received 
lovely feedback from our School Games Organiser about 
our School. 
 

Monkleigh Primary School consistently demonstrates an outstanding 
commitment to the School Games values and to providing inclusive 
physical activity opportunities for all pupils. The school actively supports 
School Games events, embraces new opportunities and ensures that 
every child has the chance to participate, represent their school and 
develop confidence through sport. 
 

Their dedication to inclusion is particularly impressive, with opportunities 
provided for both competitive and non-competitive pupils through a wide 
range of activities and strong community partnerships. The school 
promotes positive attitudes, teamwork, respect and self-belief in all 
aspects of school life and is a valued member of the local School Games 
network. 
 

Monkleigh Primary School's commitment to participation, inclusion and 
pupil development makes them highly deserving of the Platinum School 
Games Mark. 

Tracey Wilson  PE lead Karen Reeves  (Head Teacher) 
 

Tel:   01805 623269 



20 

 

  
Weare Giffard Village Hall 
 

Coffee Morning 
Every Thursday 
 

10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

WEARE GIFFARD 

Weare Giffard Village Hall Lottery results 
 

Lottery Results for July 
 

1st prize.  Kevin & Tess Ann’s 
2nd prize. Alex & Betrnie Wittram 
3rd prize.  Mark & Liz Duffy  

Weare Giffard Village Hall 
 

The end of June and beginning of July has seen lots of 
activity in the village hall with various social events in 
addition to our usual weekly and monthly activities.  The 
Film, BBQ and Bar, was a great success as was the 
American themed Quiz night. It was great to see some new 
faces attending. Thank you for supporting us. 
 

At the time of writing everyone is focused on our biggest event of the 
year - The Weare Giffard Village Fete. The planning and organisation 
alone bring the whole village together, everyone getting involved to make 
the day a success.  Whether that's offering time to set up marquees and 
gazebos ready for the event, working on the day to man stalls, become a 
carpark attendant, serve food or drinks, sell raffle tickets, donate prizes 
or simply attending the function to take part and enjoy the fantastic 
community event.  
 

Thank you all - it's a great reminder of what it means to be part of our 
beautiful Devon village. I have my fingers crossed that the weather will 
be kind to us.  
 

With holidays in full swing, social events will be minimal in August but 
breakfast rolls on Saturday 1st and cream teas on Sunday 16th will go 
ahead as normal. I hope I'll see you there! 
 

Heather Wraith 
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Breakfast Rolls 
 

Saturday August 1st 
  

10 till noon 
 

Weare Giffard Village Hall 

TWO W.G. HISTORY WALKS PLANNED FOR THIS SUMMER 
 
One to Berry Castle Iron Age Hillfort - Sunday 2nd August 2.30 
 
Second – The Church to The Old Mill -  Thursday 6th August 2 p.m. 
 
FOR FULL DETAILS OF EACH – Keith Hughes  01237 475168  
or keith_willows@talktalk.net 

Breakfast Rolls 
 

If you would like to add your name to the reserve list to help at 
breakfast rolls please contact Tracy  07826732399. Breakfast Rolls 
are held at Weare Giffard Village Hall on the first Sat of the month 
between 10 and 12.  All profits  are given back to the village Hall. 
No  experience required.  We are a friendly team. 

Sky fright 
 
An airliner flew into a 
violent thunderstorm and 
was soon bumping 
around in the sky. One 
very nervous lady 
happened to be sitting 
next to a clergyman and 
turned to him for comfort. 
“Can’t you do 
something?” she 
demanded. 
 
“I’m sorry ma’am,” said 
the reverend gently. “I’m 
in sales, not 
management.” 
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Our pastoral visiting team 2026 
 

If you would like a visit from one of 
our friendly team members or know 
someone who does then please call 
Sarah Cordingley  
 01237 471441  

 
WeAre Friends July Meeting 
 

WeAre Friends enjoyed a fascinating afternoon with 
former RAF Squadron Leader and Air Traffic Controller 
Nick Clyburn, who gave us an engaging insight into the 
world of air traffic control. 
 

Nick explained the difference between controlled and uncontrolled 
airspace, the three levels of air traffic control, and how the UK's busy 
airspace is safely managed every day. Drawing on over 40 years of 
experience, he brought the subject to life with interesting stories and clear 
explanations, making a complex topic easy to understand. 
 

It was an informative and enjoyable afternoon, and members left with a 
new appreciation of the skill and teamwork involved in keeping our skies 
safe. 
 

Next Weare Friends Meeting 
 

Our next WeAre Friends meeting will take place on Wednesday, 5 August, 
when we welcome Chrissie Le Marchant with her talk, "Nancy Lady Astor." 
 

Nancy Astor made history as the first woman to take her seat in the House 
of Commons and was one of the most influential and outspoken women of 
her time. Chrissie will explore Lady Astor's remarkable life, achievements, 
and lasting legacy. 
 

The talk begins at 2.30 pm at Weare Giffard Village Hall, with 
refreshments available afterwards. Everyone is welcome, whether you're a 
regular attendee or joining us for the first time. 

Bell Ringers 
 

Weare Giffard are happy to train new 
Bell ringers should anyone like to 
have a go .  
 

We meet on Tuesday evenings at 
6:30 and would be pleased to see 
some new faces . 
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Crossword Clues July 2026 

Across 
8  One of the titles given to the  
    Messiah in Isaiah’s prediction  
    (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5) 
9  International Nepal Fellowship   
    (1,1,1) 
10 Single (1Corinthians7:27) (9) 
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s  
     seminal book about Soviet  
     prison camps, The —  
     Archipelago (5) 
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7) 
16 Of India (anag.)(2,3,2) 
19 ‘God has put us apostles on  
     display at the end of the  
     procession, like men  
     condemned to die in the — ’  
     (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5) 
22 Follower of a theological  
     system characterized by a  
     strong belief in predestination (9) 

24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to— the  
     ropes’ (Jeremiah 38:12) (3) 
25 They brought together all the elders of the Israelites in Egypt  
     (Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5) 
 

Down 
1  The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6) 
2  Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord;  
     I am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6) 
3  Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8) 
4  ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6) 
5  Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4) 
6  Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6) 
7  ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him in  
     your heart by faith with thanksgiving’ (4,2) 
12 Run(anag.)(3) 
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the  
     Church (8) 
15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3) 
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6) 
17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for  
     me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4) 
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6) 
20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6) 
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s  
     guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6) 
23 This month (abbrev.)(4) 

Answers in the 
September Crosslet 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 2026 
 

Vicar:    Rev Ruth Beckett (revruth2022@gmail.com)   01237 439584 
          
Reader:  Sarah Cordingley (sarahcordingley@btinternet.com)  01237 471441  
 
Team Rector: Rev Claire Rose-Casemore Mission Community Priest 01237 475765  
    email: rev.claire@stmaryschurchbideford.org 
 
St Mary’s Parish Office:  (10-12 weekday mornings)     01237 472551 
 
Holy Trinity - Landcross  
 
Church Wardens: April Saltmarsh (Pillmouth Lodge, Landcross)  01237 475779  
     Vacant 
PCC Treasurer:   Mike Penny "Courtlands" Monkleigh,    01805 622584 
PCC Secretary   April Saltmarsh (Pillmouth Lodge, Landcross)  01237 475779  
         
St Swithun - Littleham  
 
Church Wardens:  Andrew Tregoning (Ristie, Littleham)    01237 479459  
     Vacant 
PCC Secretary:   Allan Licalsi (Pebble Cottage, Goldworthy)   01237 452351 
PCC Treasurer:   Martin Manley (Meadows Reach, Littleham )    
 
St George - Monkleigh  
    
Church Wardens:  Charles Hellier (charleshellier@btinternet.com) 
     Vacant  
PCC Secretary:   Vacant 
PCC Treasurer:   Paul Dean (3 Springfield Terrace, Bideford)   01237 470017  
 
Holy Trinity - Weare Giffard  
 
Church Wardens:  Susan Gethin (Rainbow’s Rest, W. Giffard)   01237 478377  
     Vacant 
PCC Secretary:   Gill Bland (Tanglewood Thatch, W.Giffard)  01805 439109  
PCC Treasurer:   David Gott (Southcott House, W. Giffard)   07768095966 
 
4 Parish Pastoral Visitors Team 
 
Sarah Cordingley (sarahcordingley@btinternet.com)      01237 471441  
 
The Crosslet  
 
Editor:   Andrew Tregoning (Ristie, Littleham EX39 5HN)    01237 479459 
Treasurer:  Jennifer Gale (8 Mount Pleasant, Littleham )     01237 478711 

mailto:sarahcordingley@btinternet.com
mailto:sarahcordingley@btinternet.com
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To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

01237 470782 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479210 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

 

  

goodlivingchristianbookshop@gmail.com 

Venton Orchard  Weare Giffard  

Potato Merchants  

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 478711 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

To advertise in this space 
Please phone 
 01237 479459 

 
1 off advert £5 

Single £30 per year 
Double £60 per year 

Garden Matters 
 

Gardening services based in Littleham 
serving surrounding villages. 

Regular slots or one off seasonal visits 
available.  

Grass Cutting - Pruning - General 
Garden Maintenance 

Soft Landscaping 
 

Call Nick 07718 090 253 
email: gardenmattersdevon@gmail.com 

mailto:goodlivingchristianbookshop@gmail.com


28 

 

Services for Anglican Churches in the Four Parishes August 2026 

Need to talk?  It doesn’t matter if you attend church or not,  
we are here for you.  

Contact the Team Vicar, Rev’d Ruth on 01237 439584 

 

Date Monkleigh Littleham 
Weare 
Giffard 

Landcross 

Sunday 
2nd August 
Trinity 9 

  

11am  
Morning 
Praise 

Genesis 32:22-31 
Romans 9: 1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

9:30am 
Holy  

Communion 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Romans 9: 1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21 

  

Thursday 
6thAugust 

      
Taizé Service 

7pm 

Sunday 9th 
August 
Trinity 10 

  

10.30am 
Methodist 

Chapel 
  

  

11am Celtic 
Communion 
Gen 37:1-4, 12-28 
Romans 10:5-15 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Sunday 
16th  
August 
Trinity 11 

  

11am Holy 
Communion 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Romans 11:1-2, 

29-32 
Matthew 15:(10-

20) 21-28 

    

6pm Hymns & Pimms at Weare Giffard 

Sunday 
23rd  
August 
Trinity 12 
  

  

10.30am 
Methodist 

Chapel 
  

  

11am Holy 
Communion 
Exodus 1:8-2.10 
Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

Sunday 
30th  
August 
Trinity 13 

  

10.30am 
Methodist 

Chapel 
Final service 

  

11am 
4 - Parish 
Service 

Exodus 3:1-15 
Romans 12:9-end 
Matthew 16:21-28 

  


